
Why should you use a grazing plan?
A grazing management plan serves as a roadmap for 
improving ranch productivity and helps producers 
efficiently allocate forage across their land. Grazing 
plans help producers anticipate and prepare for risks, 
take advantage of market opportunities, coordinate 
grazing with family schedules and ranch operations, 
and make efficient use of every acre of the ranch. 

Essential components of a grazing 
plan include:

•	 Detailed map of pastures with information 
including pasture names, forage types, total 
acres and grazeable acres (accounting for 
brush, water bodies and infrastructure).

•	 Documentation of current livestock enterprises, 
including herd sizes, animal weights and animal 
unit calculations.

•	 Important dates and events (like vacations, 
weaning periods or maintenace projects) 
marked with color coding.

•	 Decision points for both risk management (like 
drought responses) and opportunity taking (like 
favorable market conditions).

Josh's tips for completing your grazing 
chart template:

•	 Use color coding to track different livestock 
types (e.g., blue for cattle, green for goats).

•	 Calculate "herd days per pasture" to determine 
how long livestock can graze each area.

•	 Consider leader-follower grazing scenarios 
when managing multiple species of livestock.

•	 Account for seasonal variations and infrastructure 
projects that might affect grazing practices.

Useful grazing calculations:

Completing Noble's 
Grazing Plan Template for 
Your Ranch

If you're ready to take the next step in your ranch's business journey, sign up for a 
Business of Grazing course near you.

For more information, scan the code or visit noble.org/business-of-grazing. 
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