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Learning From the Drought of 2011
by Chuck Coffey / crcoffey@noble.org
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accordingly. Unfortunately, I believe
this assumption will be proven wrong!
I am obviously not privileged to
know what is in store for the future,
but looking back at our historical
rainfall patterns makes me believe we
are going to receive less than average
rainfall over the next few years. And
that our recent string of wet years
was an anomaly rather than a new

“normal” pattern. I hope I am wrong,
but what if we do receive less than
average rainfall over the next five to
10 years? My suggestion to nearly all
the livestock producers in Oklahoma
and Texas is to reduce your stocking
rates by as much as 50 to 75 percent
of what you consider “normal” and
strategize how to take advantage of
good years when we get them. With
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increasing feed costs, you should
experience a tremendous increase
in the value of the grass you grow. It
will be more important than ever to
manage pastures for optimum forage
production. Please stock conservatively and develop a long-term outlook when it comes to improving the
health and condition of your range
and pastureland. <

