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USDA-NRCS Has a Very Useful Tool in Web Soil Survey
by Corey Moffet / camoffet@noble.org
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the Yields of Non-Irrigated Crops tab,
and, if available for your area, select
Improved bermudagrass from the
crop drop-down list. Finally, click View
Ratings to produce a colored productivity map. The map is colored according to the estimated average yield
per acre (1 AUM = 780 lb forage) that
can be expected of the selected crop
under a high level of management. A
table of the map units and the yield

rating will follow below the map.
More basic soil properties such
as pH, clay content and organic
matter can be mapped by making similar selections under the
Soil Properties and Qualities tab.
The Ecological Site Assessment tab
allows users to map the ecological
sites. This has information about the
historical plant community including annual production, plant species
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composition and a growth curve
that indicates the monthly distribution of production. For a growing
number of ecological sites, data are
also available for alternative states
and phases. Modern range science
recognizes that past management
may have altered the plant community and now is better represented
with a different state or phase, but
that discussion is for another day. <

