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T H E  S A M U E L  R O B E R T S

NOBLE
F O U N D A T I O NSoil Sample Entry Form

All analyses performed by:   
Ward Laboratory,  

4007 Cherry Ave. P.O. Box 788,  
Kearney, NE  68848-0788

308.234-2418
www.wardlab.com

Please fill in all applicable blanks and answer all questions to help us provide the most accurate analysis possible.

Name:________________________________ 	 _ _______ 	 _ _____________________________________
	 (first)	 (middle initial)	 (last)

Ranch Name:_____________________________________	 County_ ______________________________

Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________ State:_ ________ Zip:___________________________

Home Phone:_ _______________________________	 Cell:_ _______________________________________	

Email:___________________________________________	 Cooperator I.D. number__________________

The current test analysis prices can be found on our website, www.noble.org/Ag/TestingServices or contact the 
Noble Foundation Ag Services and Resource Department at 580.224.6480.

Samples for determining fertilizer needs of annual 1.	
crops should be taken soon after the crop matures or 
is harvested. Samples from perennials can be taken 
during their dormant season, preferably immediately 
after they become dormant. Sufficient time should 
be allowed for analysis and return of fertilizer recom-
mendations.
To obtain a representative soil sample, take a mini-2.	
mum of 15 cores or thin slices from one distinct area 
or field. Take samples at random in a zigzag pattern 
and avoid small unusual areas. (See illustration at 
right.)
Collect soil cores to a depth of 6 inches for sod crops. 3.	
Subsoil cores should be taken from the 6- to 12-inch 
zone in cropped fields. Samples to a depth of 18 
inches will help assess nitrogen levels for grain crops.
Mix cores or thin slices thoroughly, breaking up clods. 4.	
Carefully label or number and record each top and 

Obtaining a Good Soil Sample

subsoil sample. Send approximately one pint for 
laboratory analysis.
Completely fill out the soil sample information 5.	
sheet on the reverse side of this page. The infor-
mation is vital in preparing a fertilizer recommen-
dation. (See shaded example area on entry form.)
Bring or ship to the Foundation’s Agricultural 6.	
Testing Services Department at the address at 
the top of the entry form.
 7.	 Ward Laboratory, Kearney, Nebraska, will bill 
you for analysis services. The Noble Founda-
tion accepts no money for testing services.

How to Obtain a Sample

Follow a random pattern when sampling. Avoid 
areas or soil conditions that are different from 
the rest of the growing area, such as lime pits, 
fertilizer spills, gate areas, livestock congrega-
tional areas, poorly drained areas, dead furrows, 
fertilizer bands or old fence rows.
A free video, Soil Sampling, is available upon re-
quest. Contact the Noble Foundation Ag Services 
and Resource Department at 580.224.6480.
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